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  Rancho Cotate High School 
offers several academic 
pathways for students to 
follow through high school, 
providing a series of focused 
courses in a selected area of 
interest over their four-year 
high school career. Each 
pathway offers the student a 
unique experience through 
courses with curricular 
connections to the area of 
interest, culminating in a 
community volunteer activity 
or one of a variety of job 
shadowing, internship or 
work experience 
opportunities.  

   In order to fulfill the 
pathway requirements, a 
related senior project must 
be completed.  These 
“projects” are built from the 
student’s chosen academic 
focus, based on their 
volunteerism, internship, or 
work experience.

   The purpose of the 
pathway model is to help 
guide students through the 
wide variety of course 
offerings at Rancho Cotate 
High School, while allowing 
unique interest area 
connections for each student.
The following guide provides 
a brief overview of the seven 
different academic pathways, 
including a map detailing 
potential course progressions 
over a four year period.

Please consult the full course 
catalog,  available online at 
RanchoCotate.org, for a 
detailed description of 
individual classes.  And 
please make an appointment 
to meet with your counselor 
to discuss any questions you 
may have.



	

Demanding courses taught with a hands on 
approach make up this pathway that is 
perfect for all those who like to build and 
create the world around them. Areas of 
emphasis include Auto Body & Welding, 
Cabinet Making & Wood Products, and Clean 
Engineering & Design.  In this pathway, you 
have access to computers, equipment, and 
everything else you need to bring your 
visions to life.

   ENGINEERING & DESIGN
With over 40 unique academic course 
offerings in English, Math, Science, Social 
Science, and World Languages - including 
20 Honors and Advanced Placement 
courses -  Rancho’s University Prep Pathway 
provides a challenging and rewarding 
experience.  Specialize in Math & Sciences, 
Humanities,  or in Rancho’s Nationally 
Accredited AVID program.

 UNIVERSITY PREP

There are seven academic pathways 
from which to choose.  Each pathway 
offers a unique blend of courses 
designed to provide you with both 
breadth and depth of knowledge in the 
particular field of study.

Each pathway starts with a freshman 
requirement that exposes you to  wide 
range of topics within the pathway.  After 
this, each year builds upon your prior 
learning, preparing you for a culminating 
senior project or internship.

You can always change between 
academic pathways; we would never 
want you to be unable to grow in the 
direction of your interests.   However, if 
you make it through the entire pathway 
set of courses, not only will you be 
deeply knowledgeable about the 
disciplines you are passionate about, but 
you will also earn special recognition 
when you graduate from Rancho Cotate 
High School.
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  WORLD LANGUAGES ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY MEDIA ARTS
HEALTH SCIENCE & 

MEDICAL TECHNOLOGIES

The World Languages Pathway opens 
students’ hearts and minds to embrace 
multiple ways of experiencing the world.  
Students learn to be conversant in one or 
more languages, as they also learn to 
appreciate the idea of perspective as they 
study the culture and history of our global 
neighbors.

The Business & Technology Pathway 
prepares you to take your place among the 
movers and shakers of society - those who 
run the businesses we depend on and 
those who drive the technology that 
shapes our world.  In this pathway you will 
get the chance to create your own student 
run business, to manage the marketing 
department for all student publications, 
and to connect with the pioneering 
business figures in our community.  

The Arts & Entertainment Pathway guides 
you in developing and nurturing your 
innovative spirit by giving you exposure to 
a wide range of creative expression.  You 
can concentrate your study in the 
Performing Arts or in Visual & Digital Arts, 
or you can create your own custom blend 
of Arts & Entertainment courses to fit your 
passion.

The Media Arts Pathway allows you to 
explore many forms of digital expression - 
from publishing magazines and creating 
books to capturing photos and making 
films.  You can even learn how to model 
and bring to life a digital creature of your 
own design.

We are awash with amazing tools for our 
creativity - the Media Arts Pathway 
teaches you how to play in this digital 
landscape.

Few sectors continue to expand and 
flourish like the fields of health and 
medical science.  The Health Science & 
Medical Technologies Pathway teaches 
you medical terminology, human body 
structures and functions, nutrition, legal 
and ethical issues, CPR, first aid, and of 
course how to leverage our training to find 
employment or to get started with your 
next level of education. 



	

Pathway Structures

Questions for My Counselor


